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AUSTRALIAN CHRONICLE 

Stores to 
ease our 
shortages 

CUT HERE 

Arrival of 
HMS Sulphur A SURVEY INTO THE EVENTS OCCURRING IN OUR YOUNG COLONY TO 1832 

BY a happy chance, HMS 
Sulphur is the latest ship 

to arrive from India bringing 
stores to ease our many short
ages. 

It is more than fitting that 
she should be employed on this 
errand of mercy, for this 
sloop-of-war escorted from 
England our first arrivals in 
the Pa.rmelia. 

Indeed, that was only tbe 
start of her services • to the 
Colony. Her cargo in 1829 in
cluded our first "Treasury", 
£1,195 in sterling and Spanish 
dollars; Mrs. Helen Dance, 
wife of her commander, was 
the only woman who would 
venture to accompany the male 
party from Garden Island to 
the site of Perth and to fell 
the first tree there. 

For two years Sulphur re
mained to guard our coasts 
and to carry exploring expedi
tions to Augusta, the Vasse and 
Leschenault. 

Her own officers, notably 
Lieutenant William Preston 
and Surgeon Alexander Collie, 
explored successfully on their 
own account; further import
ant discoveries were made by 
En.sign Robert Dale of the 63rd 
Regiment, a contingent of 
which ·the Sulphur transported 
to Western Australia as our 
first garrison. 

In fact Colour Sergeant Ed
ward Barron, of the 63rd, can 
claim a distinction all his own. 
His wife gave birth to the first 
white infant in the Colony -
a fine boy, born in the hos
pital marquee at Perth on Sep
tember 17, 1829. 

Small wonder then that the 
early inhabitants will extend 
the warmest possible welcome 
to our old friends in Sulphur, 
and rejoice that she has been 
chosen for the honour of 
transporting the Governor 
when he leaves in August for 
his visit to England. 

In the meantime, we will 
extend to her officers and men 
all the hospitality which our 
present circumstances will 
allow, 

NOTICE 
TO Carpenters, Tailors, Bri!)k• 

layers, Shoemakers and other 
Mechanics--

A convenient dwelling house 
and garden, Kitchen and brick 
Oven detached, formerly occupied 
by Mr. Price, Botanist. For further 
particulars apply to GEORGE 
BRACHER. 

ABSCONDED 
Maurice Brown, the indentured 

servant of Mr. Hewson, Wheel
wright, Guildford. Any persan 
employing or harbouring the said 
Maurice Brown will be prgse
cuted. 

COLONY'S 

POPULATION 

ABOVE 1,500 

Not yet the 
land of 
milk and honey 

Our first years 

ROME, saith the sage, was not 
built in a day. Neither, we 

venture to suggest, was she 
built 1il a month nor even in a 
year. 

It seems not unfitting there
fore that this, our first fittingly 
recorded attempt to mark the 
foundation of Western Aus
tralia, should take place three 
years after the event. 

True, the inost cogent reason 
for the delay is that the 
colony's first printing press Las 
but recently arrived from 
Hobart Town. 

:But this lack has also given 
opportunity for a more com
prehensive review; a thr�e-year 
period has seen not only our 
colony's graduation from form
less infancy but indicates the 
character it is developing and 
the path it may follow. 

ExploraHon 
By looking behind, one is 

sometimes assisted in esti
mating what lies ahead. For 
this reason, we present this 
summary of events since the 
coming of our first settlers 
to refresh their memories of 
earlier ordeals and for the 
benefit and information of 
more recent arrivals not privi
leged to have taken part. 

As readers will see else
where in these columns, the 
architects and - if he will for
give the expression - accou
cheur of the colony was, fit
tingly, our present . Governor, 
Captain James Stirling RN, 
formerly of Lanarkshire. 

Five years ago, with boats' 
crews from HMS Success, he 
explored the Swan River to a 
point 10 miles above where 
Guilclford now stands. 
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Our town of Perth as it was when it became the seat of Government in U29. The long 
building was the Church and School and the one in the foreground the House of our 

His reports on fertile river 
lands, and the need to forestall 
any French settlement in New 
Holland, caused a decision in 
January 1829 by His Britannic 
Majesty's Government to assist 
in the establishment of a 
colony on the Swan and to 
appoint Captain Stirling as its 
chief representative. 

Those wishing to leave an 
England sadly impoverished by 
the Napoleonic Wars were en
couraged by promises that all 
land would be free of taxes and 
that the colony would be Aus
tralia's first in which no con
vict settlements were per
mitted. 

It was with high hopes, then, 
that our first settlers arrived 
in the Parmelia on May 31, 
1829. There was an early set
back when their 443-ton vessel 
grounded. It was refloated 
with the aid of HMS Challen
ger which had arrived five 
weeks earlier. 

However, a base was estab-

TO BE LET 
on an improving lease 

CHELTENHAM FARM, eligibly 
situate on the Canning River, 

containing about 5,320 acres; 15 
have been under cultivation-and 
is well-watered, having three 
springs; and, being contiguous to 
Fremantle and Perth, ,is well 
adapted for depasturlslng im
ported stock. receiving colonial
bred stock to supply the market, 
&c. 

For particulars, apply to Mr. 
James Davey, Northam, or to 

AOETT & STOKES, General 
Commission Agents. 

Governor. 

l!shed on Bruache Island, 
which we now know as Garden 
Islanci. The arrival on June 8 
of HMS Sulphur, with a de
tachment of the 63rd Regiment 
under Captain F. C. Irwin, per
mitted plans to brave possible 
native attt!-cks by transferring 
to the mainland. 

Few present will ever forget 
the stirring ceremony .,_ t Rous 
Head on June 18, when the 
Union Jack was hoisted lil,nd 
Captain Stirling read the pro
clamation constituting His 
Majesty's Settlement in West
ern Australia. 

Although rough weather 
caused the majority of settlers 
to remain on Garden Island 
for many weeks, land along the 
Swan and Canning rivers was 
explored by Lieutenant Henry, 
of HMS Challenge, and by our 
Harbourmaster, Commander 
Currie. 

First tree 
In July the sites of Fre

mantle and Perth were select
ed. The former was named 
after Captain Charles Fre
mantle, the son of a Nelsonian 
hero and captain of Challenger, 
the latter after our respected 
Secretary of State for the Col
onies. Mrs. Dance, wife of 
Commander W. T. Dance of 
HMS Sulphur, cut the first tree 
on the Perth site and its first 
stone was laid with general 
acclamation on August 12 -
the birthday ot our Glorious 
soverei�n. King George the 
Fourth. 

• Continued on Page 2.

TO BE SOLD AT PERTH 
On Wednesday the 20th Instant. 

at One O'Clock
by Messrs. L. & W. Sampson

FINE American flour In barrels, 
Rice, Soap, very 11uperior 

Schiedam 1n hhds. Scotch filled, 
Shawls, Persian for lining bonnets, 
white Sateen, and a variety of 
Rl�bons &c. 

-ALSO-
A qui;mtity of slops, ladies' tab

oinets, Flannel, Hemp, Carpeting, 
Men's shoes, Table l1;1mps, Cotton 
rugs, Axes of various sorts. Augers, 
Srass Candlesticks, &c, &c. 

WANTED 
BY a respectable man, ai:e 35, a 

young and well-educated fe
male for a wife. His temper gentle, 
his person prepossessing, and hl.s 
means independent. 

His only object in thus making 
his desires publicly known 1s t-0 
find a female of a similar disposi
tion, to enlighten the remainder of 
th�e years which he may be 
doomed to pass by an allwise Pro
vidence in this world's wilderness. 

Apply, 1f by letter, post-paid, to 
Mr. William Sk!ppon. Carpenter/ 
Bu!lder. and Undertaker, York.• 

N.B:-No objection to property, 

FOR SALE 
by private contract 

A
N excellent Black Cow, 1n fun 

milk, 1;1nd with calf by her side. To be seen at Ba.ssindean.
For particulars, apply to Mr. Pet• 
terson, at Bassindean. or at Ule 
9ffice. 


















